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Disciplines 3 - Stewardship

Mission: 3D Christianity is simply the discipleship process of Jesus Worship Center.  It
consists of (12) weeks of training by (12) qualified Christian leaders.  Just as it is
impossible to describe any object without the use of three dimensions, the New 
Testament mandate to make disciples requires training in at least these three
“D’s”: 

1) Discipleship
2) Doctrine
3) Disciplines

Goal: The purpose of these four classes is to give the Christian four key disciplines that
should be developed to achieve mature Christianity.

Introduction

There is no pressure like financial pressure - it can cause severe damage to a person’s life -
it affects all 3 aspects of a person’s life - their body, mind, and spirit.

Financial pressure may create such stress that a person may develop ulcers, gastro-
intestinal issues such as heartburn, insomnia and a host of other ailments.

Financial pressure affects the mind by occupying the majority of its focus. It is difficult if
not impossible to concentrate when there is mounting financial pressure.

Finally, financial pressure is also capable sapping the life out of a person - your spirit can
be crushed by this very real adversary.

So . . . Why do we give to the local church?

When it's upside down, money controls people and destroys lives. It's the #1 cause of
divorce, a top level stress contributor and a common cause of suicide. However, when it's
right side up, money is a tool of a generous life helping people grow closer to God and
each other.

Generosity is a reflection of the heart - 
Generosity is a privilege -
Generosity is faith in action -

1. Stewardship is the term we use to ___________ the management of the gifts God has
given to each of us - gifts of time, talent, and _____________.
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“God has given me special gifts, and resources to help me become the person He intends
me to become; that is His gift to me. I must choose to manage these gifts and resources
that are not my own; that is ___________ gift to ___________.”

stew$ard (st›“…rd, sty›“-) n. 
1. One who manages another's property, finances, or other affairs.

The Scriptural premise for stewardship:

Psa 24:1 A Psalm of David. The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and
they that dwell therein.

Hag 2:8 The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the LORD of hosts.

2. The root of the matter...

1 Tim 6:10 For the ___________ of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted
after, they have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows.

• Stewardship is the area that defines ___________ you are serving! Everybody here is
serving somebody!

Mat 6:24 No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon.

From this verse, the Bible specifically states . . . if you love money, you will hate God; if
you are devoted to money then you will despise God.

Note, the Bible said, “No man can serve two masters” . . . . you don’t have the option
of not serving a master - you only get to choose which master you serve.

3. Your money determines the ___________ of your heart.

Mat 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

In other words, your money doesn’t follow your heart . . . your heart follows your money . .
. it’s time to tell your heart “where to go!”

4. This understanding is key . . .God is the ___________ of all my resources!

The reason this is so important is because God will give to us what He knows will flow
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through us! 

If He can get it ___________ me then He can get it _______ me!

• Stewardship is a matter of ______________.

Mat 6:33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you.

The Bible never gives us permission to seek something ___________.

• Stewardship is a matter of ________________, not a matter of ___________.

1 Chr 29:9 Then the people rejoiced, for that they offered willingly, because with
perfect heart they offered willingly to the LORD: and David the king also rejoiced with
great joy.

5. Stewardship is a matter of ___________.

1 Tim 6:17 Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not highminded, nor trust
in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;

• The eye is the key

Mat 6:22 The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole
body shall be full of light.
Mat 6:23 But if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore
the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness!

Our financial footing is based on our Kingdom View!!

You have to ask yourself, “Is the Kingdom of God a part of my life?” or “Is my life being lived for
the Kingdom of God?”

• The problem is the ___________ of the heart. We put our treasure where our heart
is:
Mat 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

Your financial decisions determine your heart’s ___________!!

"Christian stewardship is more than the management of things; it is the refusal to let
things manage us."  ~ James A. Lollis
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6. You need to learn to live like a ___________!

John 7:38 He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water.

• No one is a natural-born giver. We are all born takers.

7. It is the will of God for you to be ___________!

Prov 13:22 A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: 

Love asks - How ___________ can I give? 
Legalism asks - How ___________ can I give?

• To be blessed requires a ___________ perspective of money.

There are more than 500 verses in the Bible concerning prayer and nearly 500 verses
concerning faith, but more than 2,000 verses on the subject of money and
possessions. Jesus talked about money in 16 of His 38 parables.

Clearly, from the Bible's standpoint, we need to understand money and how to handle
it. Why?

Because money is actually a ___________ from God.

8. The biblical principle known as ______________ . . .

The very first principle we are to grasp to understand giving, is the principle of firstfruits. It
can also be called the principle of the firstborn or the tithe.

NIV Exo 13:2 "Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The first offspring of every womb
among the Israelites belongs to me, whether man or animal."

Sixteen different times in the Old Testament you will find God declaring that the firstborn
is His!!

NIV Exo 13:12 you are to give over to the LORD the first offspring of every womb. All the
firstborn males of your livestock belong to the LORD.
Exo 13:13 Redeem with a lamb every firstborn donkey, but if you do not redeem it, break
its neck. Redeem every firstborn among your sons.

John 1:29 The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of
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God, which taketh away the sin of the world.

With that inspired declaration, John perfectly defined the role Jesus had come to fulfill.
Jesus was God's firstborn.

Now think back to the principle of the firstborn in Exodus.

Remember, the Law stated that if the firstborn animal was clean, it was to be sacrificed. 
But if the firstborn was unclean, it was to be redeemed with a clean animal.

Do you see the symbolic parallel?

Jesus Christ was God's firstborn Son, and He was born clean. He was born a pure, spotless
lamb.

But every one of us was born unclean; therefore, Jesus was sacrificed to redeem us. 

When He redeemed us by His sacrifice, He bought us back for God. He was literally a
firstfruits offering. In a very real sense, Jesus was God's tithe.

God gave His tithe (Jesus) in faith before we ever believed.

Notice that God gave Him to us before we believed.

Rom 5:8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us.

We have to give our firstfruits offering - our tithes - in much the same way.

Before we see the blessing of God, we give it in faith.

It always requires faith to give the first. That's why so few Christians experience the
blessings of tithing.

It means giving to God before you see if you're going to have enough.

By tithing, it is as if we are saying to God, "I recognize You first. I am putting You first in my
life, and I trust You to take care of the rest of the things in my life."

That's why tithing is so important. It is the primary way we acknowledge that God is first.

The first portion is the redemptive portion. In other words, when the first portion is given
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to God, the rest is redeemed. In the same way, coming to church at the first of the week is
a way of giving the Lord the first of your time.

Exo 23:19 The first of the firstfruits of thy land thou shalt bring into the house of the LORD
thy God.

This verse goes even further and says it's the first of your firstfruits that God wants. That
means the last of your firstfruits isn't acceptable.
It's not the tenth portion of your firstfruits; it's the first portion of your firstfruits.

Notice that the Scripture designates "the house of the LORD" as the proper place to give
firstfruits. It doesn't say to give them to a television ministry.

NIV Prov 3:9 Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your crops; 
Prov 3:10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over with
new wine.

• Jericho - an illustration of firstfruits!

This is the first city Israel conquers after 40 years in the wilderness.

Josh 6:18 And ye, in any wise keep yourselves from the accursed thing, lest ye make
yourselves accursed, when ye take of the accursed thing, and make the camp of Israel
a curse, and trouble it.
Josh 6:19 But all the silver, and gold, and vessels of brass and iron, are consecrated
unto the LORD: they shall come into the treasury of the LORD.

Why? Why are they cursed if they take the silver or gold or anything? Easy - Jericho
was firstfruits of the Promise Land!!

Aachan was cursed for taking a wedge of silver - he and all his family died for that act!

Consecrated or cursed - that's exactly what the tithe is all through the Bible. The tithe
is consecrated to the Lord and for the Lord's house. But if we take it for ourselves, it
becomes a curse because it's stolen.

Mal 3:8 Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.
Mal 3:9 Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation.

• It is amazing to me how many people try to explain this Scripture away.
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• It’s not just WHAT we give but ___________ we give!

Cain & Abel
Gen 4:3 And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain brought of the fruit of the
ground an offering unto the LORD.
Gen4:4 And Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock and of the fat thereof.
And the LORD had respect unto Abel and to his offering:
Gen 4:5 But unto Cain and to his offering he had not respect. And Cain was very
wroth, and his countenance fell.

Many people have wondered for years, Why did God respect Abel's offering but not
Cain and his offering?

The Word makes it a point to tell us very clearly that the offering Abel brought was
the firstborn of his flock.

But it doesn't say that Cain brought of the firstfruits of his crops. 

Notice that the passage quoted above says, "and in process of time."

In other words, Cain grew his crops and then, "in the process of time," got around to
bringing an offering to the Lord. The implication is that he didn't bring his firstfruits to
the Lord.

• Is it possible to give a full 10 percent and still not be tithing in accordance with
God's principle? Absolutely.

Principle:  EVERYBODY PAYS TITHES!!! The first 10 percent of your spending
is your tithe!

God doesn't need you to give - you need to be blessed!!

9. Here’s the reality - money is nothing more than a ___________.

Mat 6:21 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

This verse basically says that your heart follows your treasure. That is why tithing
represents a test for every Christian.

The word translated "tithe" in the Bible literally means "tenth"' or "a tenth part."

And do you know what the number 10 represents all through the Bible? It represents



Page 8 of  8

testing.

The number 10 is associated with testing throughout the Bible.

And the tithe represents the ultimate "___________ ___________" for the believer.

But, more significantly, tithing is also the only area in which the Christian is invited to test
God: NIV Mal 3:10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food

in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not throw
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not
have room enough for it.

10. In conclusion - let me ask you a couple of simple questions: If paying our tithe was
optional, why would God call it ___________?

If paying tithe were optional, why would God say that we are cursed with a curse?

God is the SOURCE of all my resources!

The reason this is so important is because God will give to us what He
knows will flow through us!


