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Disciplines 2 - Convictions

Mission: 3D Christianity is simply the discipleship process of Jesus Worship Center.  It
consists of (12) weeks of training by (12) qualified Christian leaders.  Just as it is
impossible to describe any object without the use of three dimensions, the New 
Testament mandate to make disciples requires training in at least these three
“D’s”: 

1) Discipleship
2) Doctrine
3) Disciplines

Goal: The purpose of these four classes is to give the Christian four key disciplines that
should be developed to achieve mature Christianity.

NIV John 16:7  But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go
away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.
John 16:8  When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and
righteousness and judgment:

Introduction

As you mature in your walk with God, His Spirit is going to not only lead you but He will
also begin to develop convictions within you.  A conviction is the gentle prodding or
nudging from the Spirit that deals with your particular life or lifestyle.  

One of the primary roles of the Holy Ghost is to lead the Christian into a path that is
pleasing to God - He does this through convictions.

1. One of the principal roles of the Holy Ghost is to convict the Christian of sin and/or
anything that would ____________ the Spirit of God.. 

Eph 4:30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption.

a. The writer of Hebrews lets us know that it is the _______________ of the Christian to
put some things down. 

Heb 12:1  Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us,
and let us run with patience the race that is set before us,
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2. Let’s define the terms:

con$vic$tion (k…n-v¹k“sh…n) n. 
1. Law. a. The judgment of a jury or judge that a person is guilty of a crime as charged. b.

The state of being found or proved guilty: evidence that led to the suspect's conviction. 
2. a. The act or process of ________________. b. The state of being convinced. See

Synonyms at  certainty. 
3. A ____________ or strong belief. 

Obviously, the root word for ‘conviction’ is ‘convict.’

con$vict (k…n-v¹kt“) v.
1. Law. To find or prove (someone) guilty of an offense or crime, especially by the verdict

of a court: The jury convicted the defendant of manslaughter. 
2. To show or delcare to be blameworthy
3. To make ____________ of one's sinfulness or guilt. 

[Middle English convicten, from Latin convincere, convict-. See CONVINCE.]

According to the etymology, to be convicted one must first be ____________!

Here is the etymology of convince:  [Latin convincere, to ____________ ____________
: com-, intensive pref.; see COM- + vincere, to conquer; see weik-3 below.]

Now, let’s look at the word ‘preference’:

pref$er$ence (prµf“…r-…ns, prµf“r…ns) n. Abbr. pref. 
1. a. The ____________ of someone or something over another or others. b. The right or

chance to so ____________. c. Someone or something so chosen. See Synonyms at 
choice. 

The root word for ‘preference’ is prefer . . . 

pre$fer (pr¹-f˚ r“) tr.v.
1. To choose or be in the habit of choosing as more desirable or as having more value:

prefers coffee to tea.
[Middle English preferren, from Old French preferer, from Latin praeferre : prae-, pre-
+ ferre, ; see bher-1 below.]

It would appear that ‘preference’ has more to do with choosing while a ‘conviction’ has
more to do with using a principle, law, or value to set one’s mind.
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3. The ______________ of strong convictions is the mark of a maturing Christian.

Rom 8:14  For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.

NIV Psa 143:10  Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead
me on level ground.

4. Convictions are not required where there is a _________________.

• Violating a personal conviction, however, can create a sin where one may not exist. 
For instance . . . 

NIV Rom 14:22  So whatever you believe about these things keep between yourself
and God. Blessed is the man who does not condemn himself by what he approves.
Rom 14:23  But the man who has doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is
not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin.

“If faith without works is dead, then conviction without action is worthless.”  ~ Jay
Hudson

• Convictions are impressions from God that have their ______________ in the Word
but are not spelled out in the Word - they are ______________ to the individual.

• Convictions are not to be transferred or ______________ onto others.

5. We do not teach that our lifestyle convictions save us.  They ______________ us from
worldliness and from grieving the Spirit of God.  

Jude 1:21  Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ unto eternal life.
Jude 1:22  And of some have compassion, making a difference:
Jude 1:23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment
spotted by the flesh.

Eph 4:30  And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of
redemption.

“No man is ever more than four steps from God: conviction, repentance, consecration, and
faith.”  ~ Roy L. Smith

6. To feel conviction one must give God ______________.
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Psa 139:23  Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
Psa 139:24  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

• The Bible teaches that it’s a _________ ______________ (conviction) that brings
about repentance.

2 Cor 7:10  For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of:
but the sorrow of the world worketh death.

“God will never plant the seed of his life upon the soil of a hard, unbroken spirit. He
will only plant that seed where the conviction of his Spirit has brought brokenness,
where the soil has been watered with the tears of repentance as well as the tears of
joy.”  ~Alan Redpath (1907-1989)

7. The qualifying characteristic for Apostleship . . . the ______________ to ______________
your conscience! (Acts 9:1-4)

Acts 9:5  And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou
persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.

8. The ______________ ______________ began with conviction of conscience.  There
would have been no plan of salvation given had no one been convicted.

Acts 2:37  Now when they heard this, they were *pricked in their heart, and said unto
Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?
Acts 2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.

9. There is a connection between our ______________ and the Holy Ghost.

Rom 2:14  For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves:
Rom 2:15  Which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience also
*bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing one
another;)

Rom 9:1  I say the truth in Christ, I lie not, my conscience also bearing me witness in the
Holy Ghost,

“If you can leave your church on Sunday morning with no feeling of discomfort, of
conviction, of brokenness, of challenge, then for you the hour of worship has not been as
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dangerous as it should have been. The ease with which we go on being Christian
sentimentalists is one of our worst faults.”  ~ Paul Stromberg Rees

10. Convictions are a tether, an ______________ - they keep you moored when storms
come.

Heb 6:18  That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set
before us:
Heb 6:19  Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and
which entereth into that within the veil;

AMP 18 This was so that, by two unchangeable things [His promise and His oath] in which
it is impossible for God ever to prove false or deceive us, we who have fled [to Him] for
refuge might have mighty indwelling strength and strong encouragement to grasp and
hold fast the hope appointed for us and set before [us].
19 [Now] we have this [hope] as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul [it cannot slip and
it cannot break down under whoever steps out upon it—a hope] that reaches farther and
enters into [the very certainty of the Presence] within the veil,

teth$er (tµth“…r) n. 
1. A rope or chain for holding an animal in place, allowing it a short radius in which

to move about. 
2. The extent or limit of one's resources, abilities, or endurance


