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Disciplines 1 - Character

Mission: 3D Christianity is simply the discipleship process of Jesus Worship Center.  It
consists of (12) weeks of training by (12) qualified Christian leaders.  Just as it is
impossible to describe any object without the use of three dimensions, the New 
Testament mandate to make disciples requires training in at least these three
“D’s”: 

1) Discipleship
2) Doctrine
3) Disciplines

Goal: The purpose of these four classes is to give the Christian four key disciplines that
should be developed to achieve mature Christianity.

Introduction

The truest evidence of a person’s Christianity is found in their behavior - how they live -
how they conduct themselves.  The fifth chapter of the book of Galatians describes the
character of the “believer” in terms of “works of the flesh” and “fruit of the Spirit.”

Gal 5:19  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication,
uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Gal 5:20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies,
Gal 5:21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell you
before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.
Gal 5:22  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness,
faith,
Gal 5:23  Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law.
Gal 5:24  And they that are Christ's have *crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.
Gal 5:25  If we live in the Spirit, let us also *walk in the Spirit.

NIV Gal 5:25  Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

All of this precludes that fact that you must be filled with the Spirit in order to walk after
the Spirit.

TFT said, “God is more interested in ___________ character than solving problems. That
is why He leaves some trials on us so long. We are developing.”

“You can acquire much Biblical knowledge without Biblical character. Even satan can quote
scripture.”
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“The measure of a mans character is not what he got from his ancestors but
rather what he leaves for his descendants.”  Anonymous

NIV Rom 5:3  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that
suffering produces perseverance;
Rom 5:4  perseverance, character; and character, hope.
Rom 5:5  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.

TFT, “Pain, with the right ___________, develops character.”

1. The distinguishing ___________ of every Christian . . . CHARACTER!

This should be the first and foremost trait that is immediately obvious when a Christian’s
behavior is being observed.

“If I take care of my Character, my reputation will take care of itself.”  ~
D.L.Moody

char∑ac∑ter (k²r“…k-t…r) n. 
1. The combination of qualities or features that distinguishes one person, group, or thing

from another. See Synonyms at  disposition. 
4. Moral or ethical strength. 

Another word for distinguishing mark is evidence.

ev∑i∑dence (µv“¹-d…ns) n. 
1. A thing or things helpful in forming a _____________ or judgment:

It is derived from a Latin word simply meaning ___________.

2. The biblical representation of our character is that of ___________.

Mat 7:16  Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles?
Mat 7:17  Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth
forth evil fruit.
Mat 7:18  A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth
good fruit.
Mat 7:19  Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the
fire.
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Mat 7:20  Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know [Greek ~ ___________] them.

Jesus taught us that the ___________ manifestation of a person's life gives an
unmistakable representation of their ___________ condition - whether good or bad. 

The sum total of what we really are is reflected in what we _______ and _______.  Our
words and deeds are an outward sign to everyone revealing our inner character.

• The word believe literally means ____ ______ ______.

Saint Francis of Asisi made this remark:  “It’s easier to say what we
believe than to be what we believe.”

3. Our old nature, without Christ, was ______________ of producing good character, much
like a bad tree is incapable of producing good fruit.  

TFT, “Every time your faith is put on trial your character is put on the witness stand. Give
it a good testimony.”

• In bold contrast to the fruit of the Spirit, are the works of the flesh.  Because its works
are a ___________ of the fallen state of the soul, the flesh exhibits the following vices:

Gal 5:19  Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
Gal 5:20  Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, seditions,
heresies,
Gal 5:21  Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the which I tell
you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.

The reason for this is logical:  Bad fruit is the result of bad ___________.

You can’t plant an apple seed and produce watermelons. 

4. There are two ways the Spirit will produce good fruit ~ through good ___________ and
good ___________.

2 Th 2:16  Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath
loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,
2 Th 2:17  Comfort your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.

NIV 1 Pet 3:8  Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic,
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love as brothers, be compassionate and humble.
1 Pet 3:9  Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to
this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.
1 Pet 3:10  For, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue
from evil and his lips from deceitful speech.
1 Pet 3:11  He must turn from evil and do good; he must seek peace and pursue it.
1 Pet 3:12  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to
their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."

How a person plays the game shows something of his character. How he
___________ shows  all of it.

a. Good Words 

Speak things that ___________.   This word simply means to build up.

Rom 14:19  Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, and things
wherewith one may edify another.

Titus 3:1  Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey
magistrates, to be ready to every good work,
Titus 3:2  To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, showing all
meekness unto all men.

b. Good Works 

______ things that edify.

Titus 3:8  This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly,
that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These
things are good and profitable unto men.

Gal 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we
faint not.
Gal 6:10  As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially
unto them who are of the household of faith.

Col 1:10  That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in
every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God;

Here is another illustration on Christian character.  This one is by Ron Lee Davis:
If I can mention Tom Landry again, I remember he shared with me at a



Page 5 of  9

Fellowship of Christian Athletes conference. 

"My task," he said, "Ron, is to renew the minds of our players so that I can
get them to do what they do not want to do in order for them to
achieve what they want to achieve."  

“We all want the character; we just don't want the suffering.  And yet
Romans 5 teaches us that as we go through the process of suffering, there
is produced the product of character.”

c. There is a natural process

Thoughts are a product of what is seen, heard, felt, tasted, smelled, or
________________.

___________ are a product of thoughts.  

And action or _____________ is a product of words.

Therefore, right thoughts will result in right words, which in turn
produce right actions!

• 1 Pet 1:13  Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the
end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

• Phil 2:5  Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

• Rom 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

AMP 2 Do not be conformed to this world (this age), [fashioned after and
adapted to its external, superficial customs], but be transformed (changed)
by the [entire] renewal of your mind [by its new ideals and its new attitude],
so that you may prove [for yourselves] what is the good and acceptable and
perfect will of God, even the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect
[in His sight for you].

George Munzing, in his book "Living a Life of Integrity," said: 
If you cheat in practice, you'll cheat in the game. 
If you cheat in your head, you'll cheat on the test. 
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You'll cheat on the girl. You'll cheat in business. You'll cheat on your
mate.

 
Sow a thought, reap an act.  Sow an act, reap a habit.  Sow a habit,
reap a character.  Sow a character, reap a ___________.”

5. It is possible to be over-___________ and under-___________!

• TFT, “Many look for power and charisma in the prophetic. Look first for purity and
character in ____________ before you trust their word.”

• God is attracted to character, not charisma!

• A recent Tweet from TFT:  “On a search for church staff? Before u talk $, talk
character, vision, family relations, beliefs. Above all talk to God!”

 • Make your decisions out of value and character and not out of emotions.

TFT, “Your reputation is precious but your character is _______________!”

6. The real character of a Christian is on display when his life ____________ the fruit of the
Spirit.

Classic TFT Tweet:  “B4 u fall for him check the character background. If the eraser wears
out b4 the pencil, there is a bad problem.”

Eph 5:9  (For the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth;)

The Apostle Paul tells us, "If we live in the Spirit, let us also __________ in the Spirit"
(Galatians 5:25). 

In other words, we should _____________ what we ___________!

7. The Fruit (there are 9) . . . let us consider each of these godly characteristics:

a. Love (Greek: Charity)

Love is an intense desire to please God and to do good to our fellow man.  God so
loved that He gave.  True love always involves a sacrificial giving of oneself.

b. Joy (Greek: Gladness)
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Joy is the exultation of the soul that comes from a Christian's knowledge that his sins
have been forgiven and that he has a hope of eternal life.  It is blessed happiness that
shows itself in a shining countenance and radiant smile.

c. Peace (Greek: Tranquility)

Tranquility and a calm assurance that all is well is the quiet state of the soul that godly
contentment brings.  Our Lord is the Prince of Peace.

definition 1. Free from commotion or disturbance. 2. Free from anxiety, tension,
or restlessness; composed. 3.  Steady; even:

d. Longsuffering (Greek: Patience)

When we consider God's mercy and patience in dealing with us, it becomes less
troublesome for us to bear with the frailties and provocations of others.  We also
learn to accept difficult circumstances and problems of life without bitter complaints.

Helen Keller once said, ì Character cannot be developed in ease and quiet.
Only through experience of trial and suffering can the soul be
strengthened, vision cleared, ambition inspired, and success achieved.î

e. Gentleness (Greek: Kindness)

This unoffensive, kindly disposition shows itself - as did the Master - in a soft touch
when dealing with people.  It is polite friendliness and courtesy that makes one easy
to approach and talk to.

f. Goodness (Greek: Benevolence)

In the heart of a Spirit-filled person, grows this desire to do good to the bodies and
souls of men. 

definition 1. An inclination to perform kind, charitable acts. 2.a. A kindly act.

g. Faith (Greek: Faithfulness)

As distinguished from saving faith and the supernatural gift of faith, this has to do with
being loyal, honest and trustworthy.  A faithful person will keep their promises, be
reliable, responsible in duties, thorough and on time.
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“Integrity is keeping my commitment(s) even if the circumstances when I made the
commitment(s) have changed.”

Psa 15:1  A Psalm of David. LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in
thy holy hill?
Psa 15:2  He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the
truth in his heart.
Psa 15:3  He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor
taketh up a reproach against his neighbour.
Psa 15:4  In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear
the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not.
Psa 15:5  He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the
innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved.

h. Meekness (Greek: Gentle Humility)

This means to be mild and have a balance of tempers and patience in regard to
injuries and suffering. It is the opposite of anger and retaliation.

i. Temperance (Greek: Self-Control)

Temperance has to do with self-government and _____________.  It especially refers
to control of sensual passions and natural appetites. 

8. The New Testament Christian will bear this kind of fruit in his life if he is willing to simply
___________.

John 15:4  1Abide in me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it
abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me.
John 15:5  I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

13306. meno, men'-o; a prim. verb; to stay (in a given place, state, relation or
expectancy):--abide, continue, dwell, endure, be present, remain, stand, tarry (for), X thine
own.

a∑bide (…-bºd“) v. a∑bode (…-b½d“) or a∑bid∑ed, a∑bid∑ing, a∑bides. --tr. 
1. To put up with; tolerate: can't abide such incompetence. See Synonyms at  bear1. 
2. To wait patiently for. 
4. To withstand:

--intr. 
1. To remain in a place. 
2. To continue to be sure or firm; endure.
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[Middle English abiden, from Old English ³bºdan : ³-, intensive + bºdan, to ___________]

9. Your character is what ___________ you as a Christian.

You may have the greatest talents, gifts, and skills but if you are not trustworthy and
honest and possess a high level of integrity, your Christianity is worthless.

10. Christian _____ as Christian ___________!

1 John 2:6  He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he
walked.


